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PURPOSE 

The l i t i g a n t s  have  reques ted  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  p rocedures  f o r  handl ing  wells which may be 
c l a s s i f i e d  i n  more t h a n  one c l a s s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  u s e f u 1 , l i f e .  

BACKGROUND -
Wells used i n  c e r t a i n  p r a c t i c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t o r a g e  of 
hydrocarbons i n  s a l t  domes, may f a l l  under  v a r i o u s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n  122.32,  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
u s e f u l  l i f e .  For  example, a  we l l  used t o  i n j e c t  f r e s h  w a t e r  
t o  d i s s o l v e  p a r t s  of a s a l t  dome t o  form a s t o r a g e  c a v e r n  is 
a Class 111 w e l l .  However, when such a w e l l  is used t o  
i n j e c t  l i q u i d  hydrocarbons f o r  s t o r a g e ,  it is a  C l a s s  I1 
w e l l .  T h i s  c y c l e  may be repea ted  s e v e r a l  times d u r i n g  t h e  
l i f e  of t h e  w e l l .  

GUIDANCE 
a 

The p rocedures  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e s e  w e l l s  s h o u l d  be j 
a
s t r e a m l i n e d  and a s i n g l e  permi t  c o v e r i n g  a l l  phases  of t h e  
?#

l i f e  of a w e l l  shou ld  be i s sued .  

The p e r m i t  shou ld  s p e c i f y  which c l a s s e s  tfie w e l l  may be  
o p e r a t e d  under,  s e t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u s i n g  t h e  
requ i rements  of  the c l a s s  wi th  t h e  s t r ic tes t  s t a n d a r d s  and 
impose o p e r a t i n g ,  moni tor ing  an3 r e p o r t i n g  requ i rements  t h a t  
r e f l e c t  t h e  u s e  of t h e  wells a t  any g i v e n  time. 

I t  shou ld  be noted  t h a t  convers ion  of a w e l l  from a Class XI 
or  C l a s s  111 w e l l  t o  a C l a s s  I w e l l  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 
major  m o d i f i c a t i o n  which w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e p e m i t t i n g -  



-
IMPLEMENTATION 


Regional  o f f i c e s  are i n s t r u c t e d  t o  u s e  t h i s  g u i d a n c e  i n  
o p e r a t i n g  U I C  programs where EPA h a s  p r imary  enforcement  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  They a r e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make t h i s  
g u i d a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  S t a t e s  working towards pr imacy and t o  
a d v i s e  t h e  S t a t e  Director t h a t  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
r e p r e s e n t  EPA p o l i c y .  

FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

T h i s  gu idance  s h o u l d  be f i l e d  as Ground-Water Program 
Guidance No. 24. 
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